Chapter 11

The State of the Party
in Tamil Nadu

Comrade Baladandayutham did become the secretary of the
Madras district committee of the Communist Party. Though I
returned to the Communist Party I decided not to become a full
time worker. Balan began to dedicate himself wholeheartedly to
strengthening the party in the city and organizing a propaganda
campaign against the DMK. He made no efforts to make me' a party
member. He did not talk to me at all about the matter. Since the
urge came upon me, I myself decided to become a member. Everybody
thought that Balan was responsible for it. Some even unjustly charged
that Balan was harming me by dragging me back into politics. When
I myself sought his advice on my rejoining the party he replied:
"It will be good if you can take such part in politics as will not
jeopardize your work in the literary field."
For about a year receptions were held in Madras city and elsewhere
in Tamil Nadu in Balan's honour. I participated in several such
meetings held in the city. It was then that I first began to make
speeches from public platforms. In the early days my speeches were
full of rudeness and anger. I was myself aware of that. I delivered
mere hammer-blows and demonstrated an incapacity to explain any
issue logically. Balan would offer me his criticisms of my speeches in
a very comradely spirit. Instead of levelling charges at me, he
would say that he too was often guilty of such lapses, and would
share his experiences with me.
The opportunity that I had to move with Baladandayutham and
to have his friendship contributed in several ways to my own growth.
Balan had once been hailed as a hero among the educated youth and